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in the House of Lords (March 19, 1799), we shall
endeavour to give an abstract of them here, premising
that it is scarcely possible to do justice by so summary
a process to what was, in fact, an elaborate disquisition
on the relations of the two countries. The speech was
one of those which commanded most attention at the
time, and congratulations poured in upon him from all

Lord Minto began by the assertion that the British
Islands, viewed simply in their natural relation to each
other, must of necessity form one State for their mutual
security and happiness.

Assuming this as granted, he passed on to an ex-
haustive examination of the various kinds of connection
which might exist between them, dwelling especially on
a federal connection, as c in the variety of opinions
entertained on this question of union with Ireland, some
have been supposed to lean towards a connection of that
nature.' But he explained himself to have been in-
fluenced in an opposite direction by recent examples of
the rapidity with which federal states may be disunited
to their summary overthrow; instancing the United
Provinces and the Swiss Cantons, and pointing at the
threatened dissolution of the grandest confederacy the
world ever knew, that of the Germanic Bund. His
own experience of the tf occasional confederacies of mere
allies ' had tended to strengthen his objections to federal
government. < We shall frequently observe them more
occupied in the internal jealousies and competitions of
the confederate states, than in promoting the common
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